JAFFNA STUDENTS' CONGRESS                          121
to revive ancient culture, are predominantly Hindu, and are
all the while thinking of that country which you rightly and
proudly delight to call your motherland.
In Hindu culture I venture to submit Buddhistic culture is
necessarily included for the simple reason that Buddha himself
was an Indian, not only an Indian, but a Hindu amongst
Hindus. I have never seen anything in the life of Gautama to
warrant the belief that he renounced Hinduism and adopted a
new faith. My task becomes easy when I consider also that
Jesus himself was an Asiatic, and therefore it becomes a ques-
tion really to consider what Asiatic or ancient Asiatic culture is,
FOE, that matter then, Mahomed was also an Asiatic.
Since you can only wish to revive all that is noble, and all
that is permanent in ancient culture, your revival, necessarily
must not be antagonistic to any of these faiths. The question
then is to find out the common factor, the greatest common mea-
sure belonging to all these great faiths. And thus you will come
according to my own estimate of things noble and great to this
very simple factor, viz., that you want to be truthful and non-
violent, for truth and non-violence are common to all these great
faiths.
You cannot possibly wish to revive many of the customs
that you and I might have even forgotten, that may have at
one time formed part of Hinduism.
I recall one great thought that the late Justice Ranade
expressed when he was speaking of the revival of ancient cul-
ture and he told his audience that it would be difficult for any
single person in the audience to say exactly what ancient cul-
ture was and when that culture ceased to be ancient and began
to be modern. He also said that a prudent man would not swear
by anything, because it was ancient, but he told the audience
that any culture, ancient or modern, must be submitted to the
test of reason and experience.^
I am obliged to utter this warning to this Congress of stu-
dents who are to be the makers- of the destinies of this land,,
because of so many reactionary forces gathering round us not
only here, but throughout the world. I see from my own expe-
rience in India that many who are professing to revive ancient
culture do not hesitate under the name of that revival to revive
old superstitions and prejudices.